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pass into the middle schools, 23 per cent, of the
boys and 17 per cent, of the girls proceed to the
secondary schools, while the remaining pupils
continue their education in the elementary schools
up to the age of 14.
Adult Education*
The establishment of the Republic has given a
strong impetus to the movement for adult educa-
tion which began in Germany more than half a
century ago. For the success of the new demo-
cracy, it was felt necessary that extended oppor-
tunities for liberal education should be given not
only to boys and girls under 18 years of age, but
to adults who have already entered life, and who,
on account of their age and occupation, cannot
attend the ordinary middle or secondary schools.
The Weimar Constitution recognised this need by
providing that the Federal Government, the States
and the municipalities should promote popular
education, including People's Universities or Folk
Colleges (Volkshochschule). These institutions
are so called because they are managed by the
people themselves with the minimum of con-
trol by the State, Almost every big town in
Germany can now boast of a Volkshochschule*
The classes are held in the evening. A small fee
is charged, but, as the income derived from this
source is never sufficient to meet the expenditure,
the States and the municipalities extend their
support to the Folk Colleges in the shape